
2025
 Impact

SJKids.org 

Marie Colleen Bowser 

Photo: Jess Amburgey

Report

Adopted Sept 2, 2025



In  2025 ,  we embarked on a  huge undertaking with the birth of
SJ@Play ,  which is  the new health and wel lness  complex we're
bui lding for  the k ids  who l ive  on our  campus.  When we began
conceptual iz ing the playground in mid-2025,  we knew it  would
be no smal l  feat .  But  we also had fa ith in  our  community  –  and
you didn't  let  us  down.   

SJ@Play marks the beginning of  a  br ighter  future for  our  k ids .
They can recla im normalcy ,  and they wi l l  have a  construct ive
outlet  for  heal ing from their  t rauma.  

This  is  what  success  looks l ike .  Thank you to our  loyal  supporters
for  making the needs of  our  k ids  their  pr ior i ty .  We can’t  wait  to
see the f in ished playground and the smi les  on the faces of  our
SJ k ids .   
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Thanks to You, SJ@Play 
Will Change Lives  

Grace Akers 
Chief Executive Officer

Cheryl Fischer 
President St Joe’s Board of Trustees
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Our Purpose
We provide inclusive and compassionate
care to ensure a safe home and bright
future for every child in our diverse
community.

Kentucky ranks #4 in the nation for child abuse and neglect.
Our staff is dedicated to reversing this disturbing trend with
the addition of our Behavioral Health Services Outpatient
Program which provides therapy to kids and families in the
community. 

In 2025, it was our privilege to serve over 500 children, foster
parents, and family members. St. Joe's helped children heal
from their traumas, connected them to their forever families
through foster care and adoption, as well as provided high-
quality childcare.
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The VanZant family adopted their daughter, 
Skylar (right) on August 7, 2025.



I couldn’t be happier that we stumbled into St. Joe’s. it’s
brought Maddex into our lives and changed our lives,

but I also see how impactful it is as a broad organization.

‒ Billy Fulton, a SJ parent   



White, Non-Hispanic
46.3%

Multi-Racial
39.7%

Black
14%

Female
54%

Male
46%

0-6 yrs
46%

7-10 yrs
28%

11-15 yrs
16%

16+ yrs
10%

Age 

Therapeutic Foster Care & Adoption 
2025 Demographics   

Race/Ethnicity Gender

 67
Total # of Children

Served

16%
Percentage of medically

complex children

82%
Percentage of children

discharged out of foster care to
a family 

24% 
Percentage of children in

sibling group
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Our Foster Care and Adoption Program serves
children from infancy to 21 years old who are
currently placed in Kentucky’s foster care
system. The St. Joe’s foster care and adoption
team recruits and trains individuals from the
community to become foster parents while
also providing 24/7 support to meet the
various needs of our families. We continue to
have one of the highest rates of adoptions of
any private child-caring agency in Kentucky.



Female
52%

Male
48%

Child Development Center
2025 Demographics

    
Race/Ethnicity Gender

 269
Total # of Children

Served
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St. Joe’s boasts one of the best preschool programs in the city by
providing children with a warm environment, filled with love, good
physical care, and an atmosphere for learning. A standards-based
curriculum and an excellent teacher to student ratio are all benefits
of this state-accreditated program. The Child Development Center
also features an in-house enrichment program for 2-5-year-olds
(music, movement, science, and art). 

 “We keep class sizes low so that teachers can focus more
individually on children and their interests.”  

 

White, Non-Hispanic
77%

Multi-Racial
19%

Black
4%

— April Manning, Director of the St. Joe’s Child Development Center 
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Qualified Residential Treatment Program
2025 Demographics 

Race/Ethnicity Gender

 90
Total # of Children

Served

42
out of 120 Counties in KY 
Referred Children To This

Program

50%
 of Children Transitioned Out

of Care To a Family

6 
Average Adverse Childhood

Experiences, or ACE Score of
Children
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St. Joe's Residential Treatment program cares
for children who have been removed from
their homes due to abuse and neglect and is
licensed to house up to 48 children (ages 6-15)
at a time. St. Joe’s becomes an extended family
for many residents and it is not uncommon for
a child to say, “For the first time, I feel safe.”

11-15 yrs
94%

7-10 yrs
6%
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Healing Starts Here
At St. Joseph Children’s Home, keeping families together plays an important

role in the work we do. In addition to our Therapeutic Foster Care and Adoption
Program, we have a Behavioral Health Services Outpatient Program. BHSO

provides our St. Joe’s families and the community with the emotional support
they need to flourish. Our services include mental health therapy, targeted case

management, and comprehensive community support services. 

The number of family
therapy sessions completed

980
The number of individual

therapy sessions completed

126
The number of clients served

40

BHSO
Program 



Nurturing Wellness 
St. Joe's believes good health and happiness starts with

nutrition. Chef Finbar and his team plan a menu of wholesome,
nourishing meals for our St. Joe's children and staff. 
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73,141
Total # of Meals*

38,020
Total # of Snacks*

*The annual meal and snack counts are totaled across all of St. Joe's programs.



*$906,837.54
*Unaudited total for the St.
Joe’s Picnic for the Kids.

1,400 Volunteers 34 Sponsors 
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Over 14,000 volunteer hours. Sponsor support allows us to
provide quality services for our
St. Joe’s kids. 

“Every dollar we raise from Picnic moves our St.
Joe’s kids one step closer to achieving their dreams.”  

— Amanda Gehring, CEO

St. Joe’s Picnic 
For the Kids 
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Presenting Sponsor
Arby’s Foundation

Thank You Picnic Sponsors
Photo: Falls City Photography

Jeff Wyler Automotive Family
Kosair for Kids
Kroger 
Altruis, LLC 
Aetna Better Health of Kentucky
All About Kids Sports Center 
Atlas Brown 
Coke Consolidated
IBEW Local 369
Bud Light 
Cunningham Golf & Utility Vehicles
LouCity & Racing Pro Soccer
Stock Yards Bank & Trust 
East and Westbrook Construction 
 Fraternal Order of Eagles [FOE] Aerie 3903
- Jeffersontown, KY

Tee It Up Golf USA 
Thorntons
MPC Promotions
ProPrint Signs
Republic National Distributing Company of Kentucky 
Star Duck Charities 
Four Roses
Milagro Tequila 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Summit Media 

Marshall Family Foundation Highland Roofing Company, Inc. 
Horton Fruit
Hussung Mechanical/HMC Service Company
LG&E
Liter’s, Inc.
Louisville Metro Government 
River City Bank



Our Staff
Our children and families are thriving thanks to the exceptional care they receive from
our well-trained employees. Whether they are just starting their career at St. Joe's or
have been employed for over 20 years, our employees are essential to St. Joe's mission.
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Total number of staff

151



2025 Board of Directors
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OFFICERS 

President 
Cheryl Fischer 

2nd Vice President
Trent Spurlock

Recording Secretary
Kelly Henry 

Treasurer
Joel Zipperle

Vice President 
Kim Frierson

MEMBERS

Dawn Coleman 

Kevin Borders
Craig Dilger
Michael Ellis 

Ashley Flaker

Elizabeth Hatchett
Jennifer Koch
Terra Meek

Alice Antwi-Asimeng

Lisa DeJaco Crutcher
Richard Flaherty Trent Spurlock 

Greg Oakley

Chukwuma Obiechefu
Brian Phillips 

Emmitt Tyler
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Financials
Our final audit of 2025 financials will be

available in Summer 2026.
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2025 Foundation & Corporate Support
301 Interactive Marketing
Able Mortgage, LLC
ADP
Advanced Business Solutions
Aetna Better Health of Kentucky
All About Kids, Inc
Altruis, Inc.
Arby's Foundation
Atlas Brown Family Wealth Management
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Bethlehem New Light Church Inc.
Bobabun
British Sports Car Club
Brownsboro Hardware
Bug Detectors Termite & Pest Control, Inc.
Burger World
Buzick Construction Co.
Byerly Ford-Nissan
Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS)
Caldwell Preload SPIRIT Foundation, Inc.
CAT & Lou Salon
Chic-la-Lou
Clark Material Handling Co.
Classic VW Club of Louisville
Coca Cola Bottling Co. Consolidated
Colyer Law Firm PLLC
Craft Culture Concepts LLC
Craft House Pizza
Cunningham Golf and Utility Vehicles
Dean Dorton Allen Ford Charitable 
Foundation Inc
Delta Dental of Kentucky Foundation
Deming, Malone, Livesay & Ostroff
Derby City Coin Club
DeSales High School
Dough Baby Donuts
Dunn Elementary
East and Westbrook Construction
Electrical Workers Local #369 I.B.E.W.
Eline Realty
Fastline Media Group
Father Isaac McDaniel Charitable Trust
Field Elementary School
Fieldtrip
Fitness Market
Ford KTP Cares
Four Roses
Fraternal Order of Eagles - Aerie 3903
Garrett Family Donor-Advised Fund
GE Appliances Giving Campaign
George and Mary Lee Duthie Charitable 
Foundation Inc
Glenmary Homeowners Association
Good Samaritan Ministries

Gringos Food Trucks, LLC
Guardian Title of Kentucky, LLC
Guy Campisano Family
HCA Foundation
Hearst
Herschend Entertainment Company
Highland Roofing Company, Inc.
Highlands Latin School
HighNote Marketing, LLC
Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels
Horton Fruit Co., Inc.
Hussung Mechanical Contractors, Inc.
Imperial Beverage
Incarnation Catholic Church
Independent Stave Company
Indiana Poker League
Interapt
Irvin F and Alice S Etscorn Foundation
Jacob C. Koch Charitable Trust
Jacobs
Jeff Wyler Toyota, Nissan, Honda 
Karl J. Claussnitzer Trust
Kelley Construction, Inc.
Kentucky Auctioneers Association
Kentucky Justice and Public Safety
Cabinet
Kosair for Kids
KPFF Consulting Engineers
Kroger
Kroger Community Rewards Program
Lakeside Swim Club
Landscape Lighting Co.
LG&E and KU Energy LLC
Liqui Moly
Liter's, Inc.
Louisville Lodge 8 BPO Elks
Louisville Metro Dept Of Codes &
Regulations
Louisville Metro Government
Louisville Water Co.
Manulife
Marshall Family Foundation
Mather & Co CPAs, LLC
McClanahan School of Irish Dance
McMahan Group
Meg's Magical Morsels
Mercedes-Benz of Louisville
Mercer
Metro United Way
Middletown Painting
Milagro Tequila
Montessori School of Louisville
Mortenson Charitable Foundation

MPC Promotions
N1234 LLC
Nationwide Insurance
Neil Huffman Corporate Office
Nicklies Foundation, Inc
Okolona Woman's Club
One Pediatrics
Paradis Foundation
Paul's Fruit Market
Peyton's Barricade & Sign
Pfizer
PODS Moving & Storage
Preston Roosters
Primax Compozit Home Systems
Process Machinery, Inc
Racing Louisville FC and Louisville City
FC
Ramiro's Cantina
Raskob Foundation for Catholic
Activities
Red Top Hot Dogs
Reisert Group, LLC
Republic National Distributing
Company of Kentucky
River City Bank
Robert W & Elise B Lykins Charitable
Foundation Inc.
Roberts & Carpenter LLC
Rotary Club Of Southwest Louisville
Foundation
Saint Martin's Brotherhood
Sam Swope Family Foundation
Santa's Little Helpers, Inc
Satterley & Kelley, PLLC
Sewing Society of St. Joseph Children's
Home
Shirley's Way
Siskin Steel & Supply
Sivori Corn Dogs
Sivori Funnel Cakes LLC
Skurnik Wine & Spirits
SMI Automotive
Solar Provider Group
Southeast Christian Church
Southpaw Co
St. Athanasius
St. Michael Catholic School
St. Patrick Catholic Community
St. Xavier High School
Standard Sales Company
Star Duck Charities
Stock Yards Bank & Trust
Strategic Communications
Suburban Towing and Recovery



Summit Media Louisville
Sysco/Louisville Food Services Company
Tee It Up Golf USA
Tenacity Charitable Foundation
The Ar-Hale Family Foundation
The Cookie Cabin
The Cory Foundation
The Cralle Foundation Inc
The Gardner Foundation, Inc.
The Humana Foundation Inc
The Mahan Foundation Inc
The Musselman Family Foundation
The Wyler Family Foundation
Thorntons
Thousand Acres Distilling Co.
Tito's Handmade Vodka
Total Quality Logistics, LLC
UHG
United Automobile Workers
UPS
Vendome Copper & Brass Works, Inc.
Vernon Lanes
VooDoo Jeep Club
Wanetta & Joseph Hagan Jr Char Tua
Washington Street United Methodist Church
Wednesday's Child
Wells Family Foundation
WHAS Crusade For Children
Wheated Pizza
Wilson Equipment
YUM! Brands Foundation, Inc.
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2025 Foundation & Corporate Support

“Helping makes a difference, 
but it makes my life better too.” 

—Thurman Senn, a SJ Supporter



We couldn’t have done this
without your generous support. 

Thank you 
to all our donors, 
board members,
and volunteers.  
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If you enjoy stories of resiliency, hope, and
advocacy, follow #sjkids on social media and
subscribe to SJ Stories, our blog featuring
inspirational stories from foster and adoptive
parents.

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephChildrensHome/
https://www.instagram.com/stjosephchildrenshome/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-joseph-children-s-home/?viewAsMember=true

