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When I  think about how far  we’ve come,  I  am reminded of  the
one component that  has been crucia l  to  our  success :  teamwork.
Without  the dedicat ion of  our  staf f ,  volunteers ,  and community
partners ,  we couldn’t  g ive our  St .  Joe ’s  k ids  the type of  l i fe
exper iences they crave .  

Our  annual  St .  Joe ’s  Picnic  for  the Kids  best  i l lustrates  how our
community  comes together  in  the interest  of  our  St .  Joe ’s  k ids .
In  2024,  we had 1 ,443 volunteers ,  8 ,643 volunteer  hours ,  34
sponsors  and ra ised $1  mi l l ion for  the third consecut ive year !  

The consistent  outpouring of  support  helps  us  ful f i l l  our  miss ion,
and i t  g ives  our  k ids  a  reason to have hope for  a  better  future .
We are a lso thankful  to  the community  partners  who make i t
poss ible  for  us  to  have events  l ike our  annual  Easter  Egg Hunt ,
Hal loween Tr ick-or-Treat ,  Resident ia l  Art  Show,  hol iday and foam
part ies .  Seeing our  St .  Joe ’s  k ids  smi le ,  and laugh is  grat i fy ing
and reminds us  that  when we unite ,  we can make meaningful
change.  
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Together, We Are Mighty 

Grace Akers 
Chief Executive Officer

Cheryl Fischer 
President, St. Joe’s Board of Trustees 



Our Purpose
We provide inclusive and compassionate
care to ensure a safe home and bright
future for every child in our diverse
community.

Kentucky ranks #5 in the nation for child abuse and neglect.
Our staff is dedicated to reversing this disturbing trend with
the addition of our Behavioral Health Services Outpatient
Program which provides therapy to kids and families in the
community. 

In 2024, it was our privilege to serve over 1,000 children, foster
parents, and family members. St. Joe's helped children heal
from their traumas, connected them to their forever families
through foster care and adoption, as well as provided high-
quality childcare.
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“To have my children have
the forever family they
deserved was such a

precious gift.” 
‒ Lauren Vincent, a SJ Parent



$1 million
The St. Joe’s Picnic For the
Kids surpassed $1 million for
the third year. 

1,443
Volunteers 

34 Sponsors 
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Over 8,600 volunteer hours.

Sponsor support allows us to
provide quality services for our
St. Joe’s kids. 

“Every dollar we raise from Picnic moves our St.
Joe’s kids one step closer to achieving their dreams.”  

— Amanda Gehring, CEO

St. Joe’s Picnic 
For the Kids 
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Premier Sponsors
Kosair for Kids
The Kroger Company  
Jeff Wyler Toyota, Nissan, Honda
Mercedes-Benz of Louisville

Ambassador Sponsor
Altruis, LLC  
Applebee’s Bar & Grill

Partner Sponsors
Aetna Better Health of Kentucky
All About Kids, Inc.
Atlas Brown Family Wealth Management
Bud Light 
Coke Consolidated 
Cunningham Golf & Utility Vehicles
IBEW Local 369
LouCity & Racing Pro Soccer 
Louisville Metro Government 
Thorntons

Booth Sponsors
Falls City Photography
Fraternal Order of Eagles [FOE] Aerie 3903 - Jeffersontown, KY
Highland Roofing Company, Inc.
Horton Fruit Co
Hussung Mechanical/HMC Service Co.
Kelley Construction, Inc. 
Ken Towery Family Foundation
LG&E
Liters, Inc.
Milagro Tequila 
MPC Promotions 
Old Forester 
Star Duck Charities 
Tee It Up Golf USA
Tito’s 
Walgreens

Media Partner 
Summit Media 

Presenting Sponsor
Arby’s Foundation

Thank You Picnic Sponsors

Alumni Night Sponsor 
Marshall Family Foundation



Our older kids can be more difficult to adopt out but
not through any fault of their own – they are some of
the most resilient individuals I have ever met. They

want to continue to heal and grow. 

‒ Cortney Emberson, Director of Clinical Services  



White, Non-Hispanic
68%

Multi-Racial
24%

Black
8%

Female
51%

Male
49%

Age 

Residential Treatment Program
2024 Demographics 

Race/Ethnicity Gender

 92
Total # of Children

Served

90
out of 120 Counties in KY 
Referred Children To This

Program

48%
 of Children Transitioned Out

of Care To a Family

6 
Average Adverse Childhood

Experiences, or ACE Score of
Children
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St. Joe's Residential Treatment program cares
for children who have been removed from
their homes due to abuse and neglect and is
licensed to house up to 48 children (ages 6-15)
at a time. St. Joe’s becomes an extended family
for many residents and it is not uncommon for
a child to say, “For the first time, I feel safe.”

11-15 yrs
89%

7-10 yrs
11%



White, Non-Hispanic
63%

Multi-Racial
21%

Black
16%

Female
53%

Male
47%

0-6 yrs
53%

11-15 yrs
25%

7-10 yrs
18%

16+ yrs
4%

Age 

Therapeutic Foster Care & Adoption 
2024 Demographics   

Race/Ethnicity Gender

 57
Total # of Children

Served

33%
Percentage of medically

complex children

26%
Percentage of children

discharged out of foster care to
a family 

23% 
Percentage of children in

sibling group
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Our Foster Care and Adoption Program serves
children from infancy to 21 years old who are
currently placed in Kentucky’s foster care
system. The St. Joe’s foster care and adoption
team recruits and trains individuals from the
community to become foster parents while
also providing 24/7 support to meet the
various needs of our families. We continue to
have one of the highest rates of adoptions of
any private child-caring agency in Kentucky.



Female
51%

Male
49%

Child Development Center
2024 Demographics

    
Race/Ethnicity Gender

 192
Total # of Children

Served
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St. Joe’s boasts one of the best preschool programs in the city by
providing children with a warm environment, filled with love, good
physical care, and an atmosphere for learning. A standards-based
curriculum and an excellent teacher to student ratio are all benefits
of this state-accreditated program. The Child Development Center
also features an in-house enrichment program for 2-5-year-olds
(music, movement, science, and art). 

 “We keep class sizes low so that teachers can focus more
individually on children and their interests.”  

 

White, Non-Hispanic
77%

Multi-Racial
19%

Black
4%

— April Manning, Director of the St. Joe’s Child Development Center 
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Healing Starts Here
At St. Joseph Children’s Home, keeping families together plays an important

role in the work we do. In addition to our Therapeutic Foster Care and Adoption
Program, we have added a Behavioral Health Services Outpatient Program.
BHSO provides our St. Joe’s families and the community with the emotional

support they need to flourish. Our services include mental health therapy,
targeted case management, and comprehensive community support services. 

The number of family
therapy sessions completed

519
The number of individual

therapy sessions completed

77
The number of clients served

24

BHSO
Program 



Nurturing Wellness 
St. Joe's believes good health and happiness starts with nutrition. Chef
Finbar and his team plan a menu of wholesome, nourishing meals for

our St. Joe's children and staff. 
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69,955
Total # of Meals*

36,592
Total # of Snacks*

*The annual meal and snack counts are totaled across all of St. Joe's programs.



Our Staff
Our children and families are thriving thanks to the exceptional care they receive from
our well-trained employees. Whether they are just starting their career at St. Joe's or
have been employed for over 20 years, our employees are essential to St. Joe's mission.
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Total number of staff

167



Our Board of Directors
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OFFICERS 

President 
Cheryl Fischer 

Vice President 
Kim Frierson 

2nd Vice President
Michelle Feger

Recording Secretary
Kelly Henry 

Treasurer
Joel Zipperle

MEMBERS

Dawn Coleman 

Kevin Borders
Craig Dilger
Michael Ellis 

Ashley Flaker

Elizabeth Hatchett
Jennifer Koch
Terra Meek

Alice Antwi-Asimeng

Lisa DeJaco Crutcher
Richard Flaherty Trent Spurlock 

Greg Oakley

Chukwuma Obiechefu
Brian Phillips 

Emmitt Tyler
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2024 Foundation & Corporate Support

2nd Pres Weekday School
ADP
Advanced Business Solutions
Aetna Better Health of Kentucky
All About Kids, Inc.
Altruis, Inc.
American Legion GI Joe Post 244 Auxiliary
Anchorage Middletown Fire and EMS Station 39
Applebee's Neighborhood Grill and Bar
Arby's Foundation
Atlas Brown Family Wealth Management
Autotruck Financial Credit Union
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Bethlehem High School
Bobabun
Boom Bozz Pizza and Taphouse
Briggs of Burton
British Sports Car Club
Bug Detectors Termite & Pest Control, Inc.
Byerly Ford-Nissan
Cabinet for Health and Family Services (CHFS)
Caldwell Preload SPIRIT Foundation, Inc.
Centene Corporation
Chic-la-Lou
Children's Alliance
Christian Word Ministries LLC
Classic VW Club of Louisville
Coca Cola Bottling Co. Consolidated
Colyer Law Firm PLLC
Community Foundation of Louisville
Congo Brands
Craft Culture Concepts LLC
Crestwood Childcare and Learning Center
Cunningham Golf and Utility Vehicles
Cunningham-Limp Development Co
Dancensation Studios
Delta Dental of Kentucky Foundation
Deming, Malone, Livesay & Ostroff
Derby City Coin Club
Derby Supply Chain Solutions
Dismas Charities, Inc.
Dynacraft
East and Westbrook
Electrical Workers Local #369 I.B.E.W.
Falls City Photography
Farm Credit Mid-America
Fastline Media Group
Field Elementary School

Fitness Market
Fraternal Order of Eagles - Aerie 3903
FUNctional Therapy
GE Appliances Giving Campaign
George and Mary Lee Duthie Charitable
Foundation Inc
Girl Scouts of the Missouri Heartland
Good Samaritan Ministries
Greater Louisville Building Construction
Trades Council
Gringo's
Guardian Title of Kentucky, LLC
Guy Campisano Family
HCA Foundation
Highland Roofing Company, Inc.
Hillerich & Bradsby Co.
Home of the Innocents
Horton Fruit Co., Inc.
Hussung Mechanical Contractors, Inc.
Independent Bank
Irvin F and Alice S Etscorn Foundation
Jacob C. Koch Charitable Trust
Jacobs
Jeff Wyler Toyota, Nissan, Honda 
Jordan Clines Jewelry
Karl J. Claussnitzer Trust
Kelley Construction, Inc.
Ken Towery Family Foundation
Kentucky Justice and Public Safety
Cabinet
Kentucky Kids Belong
Kentucky Youth Advocates, Inc.
Kosair for Kids
Kroger
Kroger Community Rewards Program
Landscape Lighting Co.
LG&E and KU Energy LLC
Liter's, Inc.
Liz and Roo
Louisville Lodge 8 BPO Elks
Louisville Metro Government
Louisville Water Co.
MAC Construction
Mamili Boutique
Margaret's Consignment & Collectibles
Marshall Family Foundation
McClanahan School of Irish Dance
McMahan Group
Meijer
Memphis Venture Partners, LLC
Mercedes-Benz of Louisville

Louisville Kennel Club
Mercedes-Benz of Louisville
Metro United Way
Milagro Tequila
Morris Family Foundation
Moss Hill Enterprises LLC
MPC Promotions
NACM South Central Region, Inc.
National Youth Advocacy Program
Nationwide Mutual Insurance
Company
No Baked Cookie Dough
Notre Dame Club of Greater
Louisville
NRI LLC
Old Forester
Omni Family of Services
On the Spot ATM LLC
One Pediatrics
OneMain Financial
Operation Parent
Otsuka America
Paradis Foundation
Peyton's Barricade & Sign
Pfizer
PODS Moving & Storage
Preston Roosters
Purnell Sausage Co
Racing Louisville FC and Louisville
City FC
Rack 66, Inc.
Ramiro's Cantina
Raskob Foundation for Catholic
Activities
Red Top Hot Dogs
Reisert Insurance, Inc.
Republic National Distributing
Company of Kentucky
Rickhouse BBQ
River Metals Recycling
Robert W & Elise B Lykins
Charitable Foundation Inc.
Rotary Club Of Southwest Louisville
Foundation
Sacred Heart Academy
Sacred Heart Model School
Saint Martin's Brotherhood
Sam Swope Family Foundation
Santa's Little Helpers, Inc.
Satterley & Kelley, PLLC
Schnurr Family Fund



Sewing Society of St. Joseph Children's Home
Sharky's
Siemens Mobility, Inc.
Siskin Steel & Supply
SMI Automotive
Snowy Owl Foundation, Inc.
Southeast Christian Church
Southern Glazer's Wine & Spirits
Southpaw Co
Spinellis Cafe LLC
St. Leonard Sewing Ministry
St. Patrick Catholic Community
St. Xavier High School
Staff of the Kentucky Communications
Network Authority
Standard Sales Company
Star Duck Charities
Steel Technologies Foundation
Stock Yards Bank & Trust
Strategic Communications
Suburban Towing and Recovery
Summit Media Louisville
Sunrise Children's Services
Sysco/Louisville Food Services Company
Tee It Up Golf USA
The Ar-Hale Family Foundation
The Comfy Cow
The Cookie Cabin
The Cory Foundation
The Cralle Foundation Inc

The Gardner Foundation, Inc.
The Gheens Foundation, Inc.
The Jackie Jensen Hart Foundation
The Lift a Life Novak Family Foundation
The Urban Market
The Wyler Family Foundation
Thorntons
Tiffany and Co
Tito's
Total Quality Logistics, LLC
UHG
United Automobile Workers
UofL Health - Peace Hospital
UPS
V.V. Cooke Foundation
Walgreens
Walsh Construction
Wanetta & Joseph Hagan Jr Char Trust
Wehr Constructors, Inc.
Wells Family Foundation
WHAS Crusade For Children
Willis Klein Commercial
Wilson Equipment
Women Who Wine For A Cause
YUM! Brands Foundation, Inc.
Z Salon and Spa
Zoeller Company
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2024 Foundation & Corporate Support
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Financials
Final audit of 2024 financials.

Program Expenses
Child Development $3,410,736

Residential Services $5,884,346

Foster Care Services $1,429,448

Behaviorial Health Services $187,716

Total Program Expenses $10,912,246

Fund Raising Expenses
Picnic $596,160

Other $635,164

Total Fund Raising Expenses $1,231,324

Other Expenses 
Management + General $2,599,225

Total Expenses $14,742,795

Continued on next page 
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Program Revenues
Child Development $3,243,656

Residential Services $5,263,548

Foster Care Services $1,380,140

Behaviorial Health Services $84,611

Total Program Expenses $9,971,955

Fund Raising
Picnic Income $828,090

Legacies + Bequest $3,250

Contributions + Grants $1,754,063

In-Kind Contributions $136,141

Total Fund Raising Expenses $2,721,544

Investments 
Net Investments Return $1,945,364

Gain in Beneficial Interest $212,499

Total Expenses $2,157,863

Other Income 
Other $7,201

Gain/Loss Disposal Assets $1,750

Childcare Sustainment Funding $1,800

Total Revenues + Support $14,862,113



We couldn’t have done this
without your generous support. 

Thank you 
to all our donors, 
board members,
and volunteers.  
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If you enjoy stories of resiliency, hope, and
advocacy, follow #sjkids on social media and
subscribe to SJ Stories, our blog featuring
inspirational stories from foster and adoptive
parents.

https://www.facebook.com/StJosephChildrensHome/
https://www.instagram.com/stjosephchildrenshome/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-joseph-children-s-home/?viewAsMember=true

