Spring is a season of growth. It's also a time when the fruits of last
season's labor start to show. Spring 2022 at St. Joe's has consisted of
appreciating our foster families, spreading the word about fostering,
celebrating adoptions, Picnic planning, and much more! Read on to learn
more about what has come from the support of our community and the
hard work of St. Joe's team.

Mission Moment

"At first we were focused on what we had to offer our girls. It
turns out they have a lot to offer us."
A Letter from the Feitls

Do you remember when you were

trusted to make your own grilled cheese
sandwich, taught to drive, cheered for at
your game, applauded at your concert,
and supported with your homework?
Teen children in foster care want the
same. They want to be taught, trusted,
guided, and empowered. They want you
to coach and applaud them for their hard
work. They want you to laugh and play
games with them. They want to be told
good night, every night, by someone who
cares about them deeply. Many of these
young people have had to grow up too
soon out of necessity.
They have lived a life of self-preservation and survival. They have cared for
others, protected others, tried to meet the needs of self, other children, and
often their birth parents. Who will teach them life skills beyond survival? Who
will let them relax into the young person God created them to be? Who will
guide them into adulthood with study habits, work habits, and people skills
that will set them up for success? Could it be you?
When we began thinking about foster care and adoption, we were interested in
welcoming younger children into our home. As we learned more about children
who needed homes, our perspective changed and our age range grew. We
were feeling anxious about the unknowns of the process and post placement

needs of children. We were recommended to St. Joe’s through Southeast
Christian Church’s foster care and adoption ministry. We were thrilled to learn
the level of training and support that we would be provided by working with St.
Joe’s. We have not been disappointed. We have felt supported and
encouraged on every step of our journey. No two situations are the same! No
two children are the same! No two foster families are the same. That is why
good and continued training is essential and why St. Joe’s works hard to know
their trained families well enough to make a good match.
We opened our home to a teen and pre-teen sibling group of girls almost two
years ago. The situation was a bit unique in that they needed to be moved
quickly before the school year started. We knew their ages and names, said yes,
and opened the door. Our first evening together included spaghetti and a walk
to the park. Playing games with the children already in our home, and us,
proved to be one of the best bonding activities with these girls. We could learn
about each other and laugh together in a relaxed way.
Being prepared to listen at any moment that they were open to share their past
and their story became vital. These moments were not always convenient or
comfortable. Some of the most seemingly simple things have stood out to our
daughters in our home. We taught them how to use the shower in our home
on their first night. Evidently, we were their first foster home to do this small
task. We let them have access to the kitchen (with supervision at first) with the
same freedoms (and responsibilities) as those who have lived in our home
longer. We welcomed them just as they were, being careful to respect their
birth parents in conversations. We support their exploration of new sports and
activities. We live as a family! We entered into a long term dance of bending
and swaying, seeing needs and meeting needs, learning and changing — all as
we continue to connect as a family.
Teens in foster care are looking for commitment, security, respect, honesty,
support, and love. They don’t want a label: foster child, adoptive child, difficult
situation, etc. They want to be called by name and seen as a valuable young
person. Now, they may not be able to tell you all that. They are not likely to
walk into your house, let their guard down, and tell you all their needs. It takes
training for you, trust for everyone, and time for everyone.
Yes! There is a reason they are in foster
care. It is NOT because of choices they
have made. At first we were focused on
what we had to offer our girls. It turns out
they have a lot to offer us. We have
learned about ourselves: our strengths
and weaknesses, our biases and
misconceptions, our heads and our hearts.
We will never be the same! Could you
expand your family to welcome a teen? If
you want to explore that question further,
please reach out to St. Joe’s.

National Foster Care Month

Learn the truth about fostering and how to become a foster parent!

The month of May is nationally recognized as Foster Care Month. Our foster

families at St. Joe's make the world go 'round for our team and #sjkids, so
we've spent all month celebrating, spreading the word, dispelling myths, and
talking about the need for teens in foster care. Take a look at our myth busters
below, and check out our website to see if fostering is for you!

This year we plan to hold in-person
sessions, depending on current
COVID-19 rates.
To RSVP or learn more:
email info@sjkids.org
call (502) 893-0241
visit our Therapeutic Foster Care &
Adoption Program page.

Picnic For the Kids 2022
Check out this year's sponsors!

This year we are celebrating 173

years of our St. Joe's Picnic for the
Kids, supporting our mission of
"giving children a home"!
This time-honored event, presented
by Arby's Foundation this year, is held
on the shaded front lawn of our
campus. After two years of virtual and

hybrid events, we're not holding back
for Picnic 2022. Join us as we share a
variety of food, games, drinks, and
fun. To learn more click here!

We're proud to present our 2022 Picnic sponsors —
Presenting Sponsor
Arby’s Foundation
Premier Sponsors
Jeff Wyler Honda Auto Mall
Jeff Wyler Nissan of Louisville
Jeff Wyler Clarksville Toyota
Kosair Charities
Lexus of Louisville
Mercedes-Benz of Louisville
Partner Sponsors
Altruis
Atlas Brown
Delta Services

VIP Booth Sponsors
IBEW Local Union 369
Pepsi
LG&E
Great Clips
Booth Sponsors
A Another Room Self Storage
Highland Roofing Company, Inc.
Hussung Mechanical
Contractors/HMC Service Company
Kentucky Select Properties
L&N Federal Credit Union
Louisville Metro Council District 9

Congratulations to

The Grose Gang
on their adoption!

We're thrilled to share the news
that the Grose Gang has grown
again!

The Groses "officially" added
Lakeshia to the family on May 3,
2022. We wish the very best for
Robert, Barbara, Lakeshia, and the
rest of their loving family.

Child Development Center Easter Egg Hunt

Last month our Child Development Center hosted an Easter egg hunt on the
front lawn, and it was a blast! Children also stayed to play on the natural
playground and enjoy several of the enrichment stations set up by their
teachers. The weather couldn't have been better, and we caught some pretty
cute pictures of the sweet CDC kids —
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Building Forever Families
Campus Renovations Continue!

St. Joe's Building Forever Families Campaign continues to progress!
During this time, our renovations' focus is on the East and Center Wings of the
Landmark Building including new residential school classrooms, an art and
science room, a renovated cafeteria & chapel, a new mission center, a new
front entryway, and additional meeting spaces. Future renovations to the
Gymnasium include additional K-12 classrooms for St. Joe’s residential children.
"We've been a part of this community from day one at Stengel Hill, and this is
literally the chance of a lifetime to be able to work on a building that has this
much history, this much meaning to the neighborhood, this much meaning to
the city of Louisville," said Brad Stengel, Senior Principal and Co-Owner of
Stengel Hill Architecture.
None of this would be possible without the people at Stengel Hill Architecture,
Kelley Construction, and the support of our community. The East Wing and
Central Wing estimated completion date is November 2022! Click here to learn
more about St. Joe's Building Forever Family Campaign.

Top: The wonderful team that makes our visions
come true!
Left: The Kelley Construction crew gathers to
discuss plans. Photo Credit: Stengel Hill
Architecture.
Above Right: Newspaper (date unknown) peeks
out from the brickwork after drywall was removed.

A Healthy Home
St. Joseph Children's Home is proud to be 100 percent vaccinated!
During uncertain times such as these, St. Joe’s
mission of Giving Children A Home remains
more important than ever. For our children
who currently live at St. Joe’s, we are their only
home. We are where they find safety and love.
When everything else is unknown, we are the
one place that remains unchanged in our
children’s lives. That's why staying healthy is
so critical. We look forward to working with
those in our community to make a healthier
Kentucky!

St. Joe's Career Corner
We're currently hiring in the following
departments:
Finance
Residential Services
Behavioral Health Services
Child Development Center
Human Resources
Plant Operations
Check out these positions in more detail

here. We'd love to see your application!

Join Our Monthly Impact Club

Join our Monthly Impact Club to make a BIG difference with a smaller donation. Our
MIC members give anywhere from $5 a month to $100+, and all are important. Visit
sjkids.org/donate and click on "I would like my donation to recur" to join the club!
You can also click the "Make A Gift" button in this newsletter located below.
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